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SUBJECT: MELADY'S BOOK 

AMBASSADOR MELADY MET WITH MINFORAFF SIMBANANIYE AND 
AMB. NADBANIWE FOR ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS YESTERDAY AT 
THE MINISTER'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS AMB. MELADY'S FORTHCOMING 
(JULY) BOOK ON BURUNDI. THE MINISTER SPENT THE FIRST 
HALF HOUR LAYING OUT THE OFFICIAL POSITION CONCERNING THE 
PROBLEMS IN BURUNDI I.E. THERE IS NO ETHNIC OR TRIBAL 
PROBLEM, ALL ONE PEOPLE, ONE LANGUAGE, ALL TROUBLE CAUSED 
BY OUTSIDERS. AMB. MELADY IN REPLY STATED THAT WHILE ALL 
THE PEOPLE ARE MURUNDI, SPEAK ONE LANGUAGE, ETC., IN HIS 
OPINION THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE 
SOCIETY AND THESE TWO COMMUNITIES HAVE ALLOWED THEIR 
DIFFERENCES TO ENGENDER VIOLENCE. MELADY CITED OTHER 
INSTANCES OF THE SAME PHENOMENA OF DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES 
WITHIN ONE SOCIETY IN THE U.S., NORTHERN IRELAND, BELGIUM 
AND OTHERS. MELADY EMPHASIZED THAT IN HIS BOOK HE TRIED 
TO PLACE THE PROBLEMS OF BURUNDI IN HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE AND DID NOT SEEK TO CONDEMN EITHER SIDE. HE 
SAID THAT HE COULD NOT AGREE WITH THE MINISTER'S ANALYSIS, 
BUT FELT THAT THE TWO COMMUNITIES IN BURUNDI MUST FIND A 
NON-VIOLENT MEANS TO WORK OUT THEIR PROBLEMS. HIS BOOK 
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REFLECTED HIS PERSONAL INTERPRETATION OF THOSE PROBLEMS. 
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HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE GREAT POWERS SHOULD NOT BECOME INVOLV- 
ED BUT RATHER IF OUTSIDE HELP IS NEEDED, IT SHOULD COME FROM 

FELLOW AFRICANS WHO HAD FACED SIMILAR PROBLEMS. 

THE MINISTER THEN RESTATED HIS GOVERNMENT'S POSITION, 

BUT SHIFTED HIS AGRUMENT SLIGHTLY TO EMPHASIZE THAT 
THE PEOPLE HAD RE-UNIFIED FOLLOWING THE EVENTS OF 73 
AND THAT THAT SORT OF THING WOULD NOT HAPPEN AGAIN. THE 
MINISTER AGAIN PLACE THE BLAME ON OUTSIDERS FOR THE 
EVENTS OF 73 BUT SAID HIS GOVERNMENT COULD NOT SAY TOO 
MUCH AS THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ADJACENT STATES WERE 
FRIENDLY. 

THE CONVERSATION WAS ON A FRIENDLY BASIS AND THE MINISTER 
SEEMED ASSURED THAT THE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
ESTABLISHED DURING AMBASSADOR MELADY'S STAY IN BURUNDI 
HAD NOT BEEN BETRAYED. THE AMBASSADOR WILL SEND THE 
MINISTER PAGE PROOFS OF HIS BOOK WHEN THEY ARE 
AVAILABLE AND ACCEPT COMMENTS. HE ALSO STRESSED TO THE 
MINISTER THAT OTHER BOOKS ON BURUNDI WILL BE PUBLISHED 
THIS YEAR WHICH WILL NO DOUBT BE MORE CONDEMNATORY 
CONCERNING THE EVENTS . RUSH 
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